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Jason Max Ferdinand is a Full Professor,
Chair of the Music Department. and Director
of Choral Activities at Oakwood University
where he conducts the Aeolians of Oakwood
University

A native of Trinidad & fobago, Ferdinand
received his Bachelor of Arts degree in piano
from the Qakwood College (now Oakwood
University), the Master of Arts in Choral
Conducting from Morgan State University, and
the Doctor of Musical Arts in Choral
Conducting from the University of Maryland.
As a doctoral student, Dr. Ferdinand was
privileged to have studied under the heedful
eyes of Dr. Edward MaClary who is a protege

of the late Robert Shaw and also studied and

collaborated with Helmuth Rill ling, Margaret Hillis and Robert Page. During his time at the
university, he served as co-director for the University Choir and was an assistant conductor
for the Chamber Singers and the Marylang Chorus. In addition, he taught undergraduate
conducting classes. In the summer of boob, Ferdinand was selected i to lead the Summer
Choral Festival Program at the University of Maryland. Jim Ross, a former pupil of Kurt Masur
and Leonard Bernstein served as his orchestral conducting teacher. The late Dr. Nathan
Carter at Morgan State University changed the life of Dr. Ferdin: and in a potent way. He
served as graduate assistant to Dr. Carter and it was here that a true and clear vision for his
life work was formed. Dr. Ferdinand attained his undergraduate degree in pianc performance
at OQakwood University. He studied piano with Dr. Wayne Bucknor. Dr Lloyd Mallory was his
choral director and he was afforded the opportunity to serve as student conductor, student
accompanist and had his darrangements performed.
Under Dr. Ferdinand’s paton, the Aeolians of Oakwood University have graced staves
the world over. Their repertoire of choral music which ra nges from the Baroque era to the
o® century has been sought after and performed at venues thr oughout the USA, Bermuda,
the Bahamas, the Virgin Islands, Canada, Poland, Romania, Great Britain, Russia, Jamaica,
Trinidad & Tobago, and Hungary. Capping off a successful boss - k. wlo Concert Series
which saw the Aeolians visiting Moscow, Russia as part of the Russia-US Bilatera! Presideritial
Commission on development of cooperation between Dmitry Medvedev and Barack Obama,
hey made their inaugural entrance at the o' World Choir Games held in Cincinnati, 1JSA,
resulting in the choir earning ¢old medals in all three Categories of entrance and the overall

championship for the Spiritual category.




In October woed, Ferdinand made his debut at Carnegie Hall conducting the
Aeclians, the Altino Brothers Concert Chorale and the Beyond Boundaries Symphony
Orchestra. Later that month, Ferdinand directed the Aeolians as they accompanied the
world acclaimed soprano, Kathleen Battle at the Alys Stephens Performing Arts Center in her,
“Underground Railroad: A spiritual Journey” Concert Series. | January woeb, Ferdinand
directed the Alabama Symphony Orchestra as they accompanied the Aeolians in a
collaborated annual Martin Luther King Jr. tribute at the Alys Stephens Performing Arts
Center in Birmingham, Alabama.

The summer of woew was a highlight in Dr. Ferdinand’s carcer. Having attended the

LLangollen International Musical Festival, in Wales, UK as a doctoral student with the
University of Maryland in Boow, he returned as the director of the Aeolians of Oakwood
University and won the coveted “lboewt Choir of the World” award along with the event's
first ever “Most Qutstanding Director” award. In woaa his choir won three cold medals in
the wo World Choir Games held in South Africa. Additionally, they were the overall
champions in both the University Choir and Spiritual categories. In February of woee, Dr.
Ferdinand and his ensemble, made their debut at the National American Choral Directors
Association conference. The performance was monumental and it was said that “they broke
ACDA",
Ferdinand maintains an active schedule as a presenter, adjudicator and guest conductor for
high schools, collegiate, and church choirs throughout North America, Asia, Europe, and the
Caribbean. A choral series bearing the name of Jason Max Ferdinand is now in circulation by
Walten Music publishers, He continues to actively compose and to mentor up-and-
becoming composers.  His greatest passion is watching those who he has mentored as
conductors and composers, become conductors and composers in their own rient.

Dr. Ferdinand loves to teach and was named “Teacher of the Year” for the Lo/ e
school year by Oakwood University, Dr. Ferdinand is thankful for his parents, Dr. T. Leslic and
Mary Ferdinand who are both retired educators. His siblings Alva Ferdinand, J.D., Ph.D. and
Abdelle Ferdinand, Mm.D, tribute any academic accomplishments they have attained to their
parents.

Dr. Jason Max Ferdinand is married to Meka, who is a registered nurse and they are

the parents of Calebh, Ava and baby Jamé.




