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Information for the English Debate Competition for Northern Areas

The Office of the Basic Education Commission (OBEC) has been holding events to
develop and better the potential and capabilities of teachers and students through many
activities. One of them being “The 3rd Regional OBEC English Debate Competition Under the
Project of Raising the Awareness of the ASEAN Community”, which uses the Asia Parliamentary
style of debate. The previous national competitions achieved the sought objectives, and
therefore, OBEC, wants to encourage this activity throughout regional areas. Bunyawat
Witthayalai School, of Lampang, sees the importance of English Debates and wants to fulfill to
OBEC’s objectives by hosting this activity for the northern region of Thailand.

OBEC has assigned Bunyawat Witthayalai School to host the English Debate competition,
which will be divided into two rounds, as follows;

“Knockout Round”: The competition in this round will be held between 6 — 10 August
2018. The competitions will be divided into two clusters, which are,

- Cluster 1: Chiang Kham Wittayakhom School, Phayao.

(Chiang Rai, Phayao, Nan, Tak, Maehongson)

- Cluster 2: Bunyawat Witthayalai School, Lampang.

(Chiang Mai, Lampang, Lamphun, Uttaradit, Sukhothai, Phitsanulok,
Phetchabun, Kamphaeng Phet, and Phichit)

“Regional Round: Northern Zone” The competition in this round will be held between
5 - 7 September 2018 at Lampangwiengthong Hotel, Lampang. This letter is to explain the
rules, arrangements, and requirements to any school who is interested in joining the

competition.



English Debate Competition Under the Project of Raising the Awareness of the ASEAN

Community and Sustainable Global Citizens: Northern Zone

1. Name
English Debate Competition Under the Project of Raising the Awareness of the ASEAN

Community and Sustainable Global Citizens: Northern Zone.

2. Objectives

2.1 To build up the fundamental knowledge of ASEAN Community and potentially
sustainable global citizens

2.2 To encourage and promote skills and processes of searching for information, critical
thinking, and reasoning through the use of English debate

2.3 To develop effective English communication skills

3. English Debate Competitions
3.1 The 3 categories of each tournament include
3.1.1 Mutthayom 1-3 from Opportunity Expansion Schools under PEASO
3.1.2 Mutthayom 1-6 from Secondary Schools (General Program) under PEASO and
SESAO
3.1.3 Mutthayom 1-6 from Secondary Schools (Special Program) under PEASO and
SESAO
Special Program refers to
- A student who is enrolled in EP/MEP
- A student who is enrolled in an Intensive English Program
- A student who has studied or lived in a native English-speaking country for more
than 4 months
- A student who was granted a scholarship or completed an internship in
a native English-speaking country for more than 4 months
- A student whose father, mother or guardian is a native speaker of English.
- A student who is enrolled in any special language program certified by OBEC.
- A student in a government school who has returned from an exchange program
abroad that uses English as the first language.
3.2 Eligibility
3.2.1 Applicants must be students under the Office of the Basic Education Commission.
3.2.2 Applicants must be Thai. If not, the school must certify the student status of the
applicants.
3.2.3 Applicants holding other nationalities must apply for the special program category.



3.3 Conditions in Registration

3.3.1 The schools eligible to register must be under OBEC only as follows,

- SESAO 34, SESAQO 35, SESAO 36, SESAO 37, SESAO 38, SESAO 39, SESAQO 40, SESAO 41

- ChiangmaiPESAO 1 - 6, Mae Hong SonPESAO 1 - 2, LamphunPESAO 1 - 2,

- LampangPESAQ 1 - 3, ChiangraiPESAO 1 - 4, PhayaoPESAO 1 - 2, NanPESAO 1 - 2,

- PraePESAQO 1 - 2, SukhotaiPESAO 1 - 2, TakPESAO 1 - 2, PhitsalokPESAO 1 - 3,

- UttaraditPESAO 1 - 2, PhetchabunPESAQO 1 - 3, KamphaengPhetPESAO 1 - 2,

PhichitPESAO 1 - 2
3.3.2 The number of teams allowed to join the “Knockout Round” is as follows,
- Mutthayom 1-3 from Opportunity Expansion Schools: 30 teams
- Mutthayom 1-6 from Secondary Schools (General Program): 30 teams
- Mutthayom 1-6 from Secondary Schools (Special Program): 30 teams
(Mutthayom 1-6 teams can be from any mutthayom, mixed teams are welcome)
All together equals 90 teams

3.3.3 All schools are eligible to apply for all categories.

3.3.4 Each school may send only one team for each category. Applications are
processed on a first-come, first-served basis.

3.3.5 A team may consist of 3 members.

3.3.6 Every team must be accompanied by only 1 official representative of the school.

3.3.7 Students from the Special Program will not be allowed to compete under the
Opportunity Expansion and General Program category under any circumstances. If found, the
team will be disqualified. However, students from Opportunity Expansion and General Program
can apply for Special Program.

3.3.8 Schools submitting an application from Chiang Rai, Phayao, Nan, Tak, and
Maehongson will join the competition at the Cluster 1 which is at Chiang Kham Wittayakhom
School, Phayao.

3.3.9 Schools submitting an application from Chiang Mai, Lampang, Lamphun, Uttaradit,

Sukhothai, Phitsanulok, Phetchabun, Kamphaeng Phet, and Phichit will join the competition at
Cluster 2: Bunyawat Witthayalai School, Lampans.

3.3.10 If the number of the teams in each cluster is not balanced, the Host will
reallocate the number of teams again.

3.3.11 The team that loses in this round will NOT proceed to the next round, but will
receive a Silver-Medal certificate, provincial level.

3.3.12 The first 10 teams with the highest scores from each category will proceed to the

Regional Round: Northern Zone and will receive a Gold-Medal certificate, provincial level.



3.3.13 The number of teams allowed to join the “Regional Round: Northern Zone” is

as follows,
- Mutthayom 1-3 from Opportunity Expansion Schools: 10 teams
- Mutthayom 1-6 from Secondary Schools (General Program): 10 teams
- Mutthayom 1-6 from Secondary Schools (Special Program): 10 teams
(Mutthayom 1-6 teams can be from any mutthayom, mixed teams are welcome)
All together equals 30 teams

3.3.14 Preparation for the registration will be between 9 — 15 July 2018 while the
registration period will be opened between 16 — 20 July 2018 from 8.30 A.M. on 16 July 2018
until 12.00 P.M. of 20 July 2018. Registration Forms sent before or after the mentioned time will
not be considered.

3.3.15 Interested school must apply for the competition via provided e-mail contact
address: debatenorth2018@hotmail.com

Schools sending the application e-mail to the wrong region will be excluded from
the competition.

3.3.16 Registration must be made via e-mails. Registration Forms sent via Fax or snail
mail will be disregarded.

3.3.17 The Organizing Committee will consider Registration Forms upon the time stated
in the e-mail system. The first teams of each program (30-30-30) which successfully send the
application form to the correct e-mail address will be eligible to participate in the debate
competition. A list of the schools eligible for the competition will be forwarded to the

educational service area office of that school.

Note: Any school lacking the above mentioned qualification will be excluded from the

competition.

3.4 Debate Format Details

3.4.1 All-Asian Parliament format will be employed for the debating and adjudicating of
this tournament - both rounds. The details are as follows;

“Knockout Round”: Each speaker will have a 5-minute speech and a 3-minute reply
speech. The Opposition Reply will speak before the Government Reply. The whips from both
benches are not allowed to give reply speeches.

“Regional Round: Northern Zone”: Each speaker will have a 7-minute speech and a
5-minute reply speech. The Opposition Reply will speak before the Government Reply. The
whips from both benches are not allowed to give reply speeches.

3.4.2 Before the competitions in all rounds, all teams must come to the motion room
for roll call and the motion release at the specified time. Any teams that arrive more than 5

minutes late will be excluded from the competition.



3.4.3 Motions will be announced before the start of the tournament.
3.4.3.1 “Knockout Round”: The host will make an announcement for the
eligible teams along with the motion used in this round. There will be only ONE motion is this
competitive round.
3.4.3.2 “Regional Round: Northern Zone”: The host will announce the teams
that are qualified to proceed to this round before 24 August 2018 together with the motions.
The motions are as follows,

® There will be three motions (Prepared Motion) for preliminary round.

® There will be two motions (Impromptu Motion) for the semi-final round.
3.4.4 In the event of an odd number of teams, the host shall prepare “swing” teams to
ensure an even number of teams for debate,
3.4.4.1 Swing teams may comprise of individuals from any institution, and
3.4.4.2 Will not be eligible for the breaking series.
3.4.5 “Regional Round: Northern Zone”: There are 2 stages in the competition;
preliminary and semi-final stage.
3.4.5.1 There are 3 rounds in the preliminary stage.
1) All teams will be matched up randomly in the first round.
2) A software version of the power match of the Swiss system will be used to
match up the teams in the second and the third rounds.
3) A software program will be used to match up the teams in all stages of
the competition.
4) The first 4 teams with the highest score from each category
will qualify as school representatives to proceed to the national level, which will
be held in the year of 2019.
3.4.5.2 The scores of the first 4 teams which are selected to enter the final stage
will be considered as follows,
1) the number of times a team has won
2) the scores from each round.
3) the margin of the winning scores.
4) Adjudicators will choose the winning team if the scores are tied.

3.4.6 All teams have 30 minutes to prepare after the motion is released in the
preliminary stage and 1 hour for the final stage. All teams must prepare for the debate in the
designated area only.

3.4.7 Within the first 5 minutes after the motion is released, only the 3 competing
debaters may prepare to debate. During preparation time, these 3 debaters will not be allowed

to speak to their teachers, parents, or anyone else.



3.4.8 No electronic devices except for single purpose dictionaries are allowed, and all
printed materials may not be used during a debate. Only hand written notes may be used
while speaking.

3.4.9 Any team arriving at the competition room more than 15 minutes late will be
excluded from that round. The other team will have to compete with a swing team.

3.4.10 During the debate

3.4.10.1 POIs can be given within the time assigned.

3.4.10.2 Debaters are not allowed to stand up to interrupt the debate unless for
the purpose of a POl Debaters will be reprimanded by the chair adjudicator if intending to
interrupt without a POI.

3.4.11 There will be a time signal during the debate, which,

in the “Knockout Round”:

3.4.11.1 The Timer will ring the bell 1 time (or give any other signal) after the 1™
minute, signaling that the speaker may be asked Points of Information (POIs). At the q" minute,
the Timer will ring the bell 1 time signaling that POls can no longer be made and there is only
one minute left for the speech. Reply speeches are protected speeches, hence no POIs may be
made.

3.4.11.2 The Timer will ring the bell twice (or give any other signal) to indicate
that the speaker’s time is up. The speaker will be able to conclude his/her speech for no
longer than 20 seconds, at which the Timer will ring the bell continuously. The content stated
after the exceeded time will not be regarded as matter and speaker scores will be deducted
accordingly.

“Regional Round: Northern Zone”:

3.4.11.3 the Timer will ring the bell 1 time (or give any other signal) after the 1"
minute, signaling that the speaker may be asked Points of Information (POIs). At the 6" minute,
the Timer will ring the bell 1 time signaling that POIls can no longer be made and there is only
one minute left for the speech. Reply speeches are protected speeches, hence no POIs may be
made.

3.4.11.4 The Timer will ring the bell twice (or give any other signal) to indicate
that the speaker’s time is up. The speaker will be able to conclude his/her speech for no
longer than 20 seconds, at which the Timer will ring the bell continuously. The content stated
after the exceeded time will not be regarded as matter and speaker scores will be deducted
accordingly.

3.4.12 Audience may be allowed to attend the debate, but placards, shouting or noises,
any gestures to speakers, and conversations on phones are not permitted.

3.4.13 Members of the team may use their hands to signal the time to the speaker, but

signs or notes are not to be passed to the speaker during the speech.



3.4.14 Participants must be dressed in their school uniforms throughout the
Tournament as well as the Opening Ceremony.

3.4.15 Participants must strictly follow the rules. Any participant who is found cheating
during the competition at any stage will be disqualified and will not receive any awards.

3.4.16 The result by adjudicators is considered final.

3.5 Registration Details (on the date of the tournament)
3.5.1 Registration will be completed when;

3.5.1.1 A letter from the Director of the School endorsing the qualifications and
granting permission for students to attend the tournament is given to a staff at the registration
table.

3.5.1.2 Applicants show their student ID cards at the registration table.

3.5.1.3 Every school must read, sign, and adhere to the rules and regulations of
the tournament.

3.5.1.4 Every participant, student, adjudicator, school representative, or observer

must sign the Code of Conduct in order to attend and take part in the competition.

3.6 Adjudication Details

3.6.1 Adjudicators may not judge a team from their own school, a former school of
enrollment or employment, these and other possible conflicts of interest must be declared to
the Chief Adjudicator before the start of the tournament.

3.6.2 All adjudicators will be assessed by the Adjudication Core and ranked according to
their test and cumulative feedback during the tournament.

3.6.3 The top ranking adjudicators will also compete to be eligible to adjudicate in the
breaking rounds, according to;

3.6.3.1 Their test score and feedback score, and

3.6.3.2 Al adjudicators must adjudicate at least 2 of the 3 preliminary rounds.

3.7 Awards

3.7.1 The winning team from the grand final round in each of the three categories will
be awarded as a Champion with a gold medal certificate along with a cash prize of 5,000 Baht.

3.7.2 The runner-up team from the grand final round in each of the three categories will
be awarded as a 1" Runner Up with a gold medal certificate along with a cash prize of 3,000
Baht.

3.7.3 The runner-up team from the three categories will be awarded as a 2" Runner Up
with a silver medal certificate along with a cash prize of 2,000 Baht.

3.7.4 The remaining teams ranging from 5 — 12 from the three categories will be

awarded with bronze medal certificates.



3.7.5 A special prize will be given to the top 3 Best Speakers of each category, ranked by
the scores from the preliminary rounds. They will be awarded with a certificate and a cash prize
of 3,000, 2,000 and 1,000 Baht, respectively.

Note:

1. To be eligible for the Best Speaker awards, the debater must participate in at least 2

of the 3 preliminary rounds.

2. OBEC will only give bronze medal certificates to every team participating in the

three preliminary rounds. Therefore, every team must participate in all three rounds

to receive a certificate.

3.8 Tournament Schedule

NO Date Activities Note

£~ 10 Competition for
1 “Knockout Round” and “Regional Round:
August 2018
Northern Zone

- Assembly for all project staff at 1 P.M.
2 | 5 September 2018 | - Hotel registration for debaters and
teachers at 5 P.M.

. Schedule subject to
3 | 6 September 2018 | - Competition for each category

change
- Competition for each category
- Competition for the semi-final round of Schedule subject to
4 | 7 September 2018 , .
each category (impromptu motions) change

- Closing Ceremony

- Assembly for all project staff at 8.30 A.M.

5 | 8 September 2018
- Check out (Before 12.00 PM.)

3.9 Other details

- After the last day of the registration (July 20, 2018), the host will gather the
registration forms and the names of the schools and students who are qualified to participate in
the “Knockout Round” competition before July 31, 2018. The information collected by the
host will be given to SESAO. Then, SESAO 35 will inform the qualified schools. SESAQO will also
send along the motions for the preliminary round and the semi-final round.

- The qualified schools that will participate in the competition have to cover additional
expenses, which may include the traveling costs. In addition, the schools will also need to take

care of the hotel room fees for September 7, 2018.




- The host will only be responsible for the expenses as follows:
- The hotel room fees for September 5- 6, 2018
- The catering (all meals and snacks) for September 5- 6, 2018
- The host will be responsible for any expenses for the project staff and adjudicators.
-Traveling costs, hotel room fees (August 24 - August 26), catering
- The schools participating in the competition can check-in at Lampangwiengthong Hotel
on September 5, 2018 and can check-out on September 7, 2018 before 12.00 P.M.
- The host will not be responsible for any number of teachers or students that exceed
the limit.
- Qualified schools are required to attend the opening ceremony on the afternoon of
September 5, 2018.



Northern Regional Hosts’ Contact Information (Bunyawat Witthayalai School)

NO Name - Surname Tel. E-mail

1 | Mrs. Watcharawan Theeranaiyakul 086-6543791 | watcharanwan888@gmail.com
2 | Ms. Anchalee Ratchatawipasanan | 086-7313514 anchalee2501@gmail.com

3 | Ms. Talabpet Hathaipon 085-0360515 talubpethl@hotmail.com

4 | Mrs. Unyapat Ruenla 086-6710134 premjai.02@gmail.com

5 | Ms. Nasuda Boonsiri 084-0459797 chuanthip.jum@hotmail.com
6 | Mr. Anan Dorkhorm 084-8948875 dorkhorm@gmail.com

7 | Mrs. Siriporn Pangsawat 089-2665697 spornpang@gmail.com

8 | Ms. Jenjira Uadhan 085-1854646 jenjira.uadhan@gmail.com

9 | Mr. Tharach Puttarak 086-6184590 thong_corrs@hotmail.com
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REGISTRATION FORM
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Fdwsiismunlivintu windsfindoiduluas Interested school must apply for the competition

via provided e-mail contact address: debatenorth2018@hotmail.com

School name

FelsaSou : {31im
Name (ENG):
1. Teacher (Contact Person)
%EJ: Name:
UIEne: Surname:
Gender:
Tel. Email:

This team is applying as (PLEASE CIRCLE / HIGHLIGHT / UNDERLINE / INDICATE)
Opportunity Expansion School / General Program / Special Program

(refer to terms and conditions)

* By filling in this form, you have agreed on the terms and conditions.

Debaters

1. %EJ: Name:
UEna: Surname:
Gender:
Tel.: Email:
Food Preference: Medical Needs:

2. %EJ: Name:
UIEna: Surname:
Gender:
Tel.: Email:

Food Preference: Medical Needs:




3. %o Name:

UIEne: Surname:
Gender:
Tel.: Email:

Food Preference: Medical Needs:




10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.
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